We now believe that when thyroid hormone concentrations are normal, basal TSH is undetected, and the patient is clinically euthyroid and in sinus rhythm such apparent subclinical hyperthyroidism does not require a change in treatment.
C G SEMPLE S D SLATER A M REID A C A GLEN
Departments of Medicine and Biochemistry, Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow G42 9TY Treatment of pulmonary hypertension in chronic bronchitis and emphysema SIR,-We read with interest the leading article by Dr John Rees on the treatment of pulmonary hypertension in patients with chronic bronchitis and emphysema (24 November, p 1398 ). An appreciable, but unknown, number of patients with hypoxia also develop polycythaemia, and in these cases reducing packed cell volume may help to ameliorate pulmonary hypertension.
Blood viscosity rises -exponentially with increasing packed cell volume,' and experimental evidence shows that this produces a significant increase in pulmonary artery pressure and pulmonary vascular resistance,' particularly at packed cell volumes above 0-55. Furthermore, the increased viscosity of polycythaemic blood contributes significantly to the raised pulmonary vascular resistance that occurs in the presence of chronic hypoxia. This brief survey may not reflect the national pattern exactly, but the largest group of patients affected by the proposed list of exclusions would be those exempt from prescription charges; 74%,, of these are either elderly or children. This supports the widely held view that the least able to protect themselves will be the most affected.
Perhaps the DHSS and the profession should get together to agree a more equitable system of cutting a limited cake.
MICHAEL HALL
Shebbear, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5RU aspects many more would have supported him and reacted positively. A working party representing all interests could have formulated criteria for inclusion and exclusion of products, taking into account variations in patient response, cost, and the interests of research and competition.
But how is it being done? The sketchiest details have been given by politicians who seek to impose an ill thought out scheme and to play off the advocates of better prescribing against general practitioners-who are careful prescribers but, being in the front line, realise that only Dioctyl or Dorbanex may sustain a cancer sufferer or a demented old women at home, instead of in hospital. The drugs which are indefensibly marketed and precribed should have their licences withdrawn, leaving a "limited list," where every product which can be justified is left alone. If necessary guidelines similar to those for borderline substances could be given for expensive products. I resent the fact that under the laudable aims of seeking to control the drugs bill the proposals will harm the elderly and the chronic sick most. It is on these hooks that political schemes have impaled us. If they succeed there will be much worse to follow.
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